Midwest Directors Report June 2026

The midwest section, now known as the Midwest Scientific Glass Society, once again held their annual spring meeting at Millipore Sigma in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The meeting was kicked off on Friday, April 17th where Tom Galbraith opened up his shop to share his knowledge of neon and plasma.  Afterwards, the hopes of repeat roller skating action was thwarted by the sound of tornado sirens. On Saturday there was a good group of attendees who partook in the two workshops of the day: Kyle Meyer, a coil workshop and Aaron Kirchhoff, overviewing gas manifold design and assembly. We then proceed to break for lunch followed by the business meeting. 

After the meeting there were several expert demo presenters including Aaron Kirchoff, Chris Hurly, Jim Hodgon, Erich Moraine, Matt Moitzheim and Devin Shields. Following the demos we wrapped up with a successful dollar auction where most notably Matt Moitzheim walked off with yet again another pile of Fusion Journals. 

The meeting was generously sponsored by: Ian Duncanson, Chemglass Life sciences, and National Torch. Special thanks to Aarron Kirchhoff for helping organize the meeting along with doing both a demo and being a workshop Instructor. Additional thanks for our workshop presenters, demonstrators, and of course MilliporeSigma and employees, for facilitating a successful meeting.

Moving forward, you are invited to the fall meeting to be held at Iowa State University in Ames IA, of which I’m not sure there has ever been a midwest meeting held there. More details to follow. 

Respectfully,

Devin Shields 
